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Week #2: Integrity Under Pressure

Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt. Potiphar, an Egyptian who was one of Pharaoh’s
officials, the captain of the guard, bought him from the Ishmaelites who had taken him there.

The Lord was with Joseph so that he prospered, and he lived in the house of his Egyptian
master. When his master saw that the Lord was with him and that the Lord gave him success in
everything he did, Joseph found favor in his eyes and became his attendant. Potiphar put him in
charge of his household, and he entrusted to his care everything he owned. From the time he
put him in charge of his household and of all that he owned, the Lord blessed the household of
the Egyptian because of Joseph. The blessing of the Lord was on everything Potiphar had, both
in the house and in the field. So Potiphar left everything he had in Joseph’s care; with Joseph in
charge, he did not concern himself with anything except the food he ate.

Now Joseph was well-built and handsome, and after a while his master’s wife took notice of
Joseph and said, “Come to bed with me!”

But he refused. “With me in charge,” he told her, “my master does not concern himself with
anything in the house; everything he owns he has entrusted to my care. No one is greater in this
house than | am. My master has withheld nothing from me except you, because you are his
wife. How then could | do such a wicked thing and sin against God?” And though she spoke to
Joseph day after day, he refused to go to bed with her or even be with her.

Genesis 39:1-10 (NIV)

e Integrity doesn’t depend on

One day he went into the house to attend to his duties, and none of the household servants was
inside. She caught him by his cloak and said, “Come to bed with me!” But he left his cloak in her
hand and ran out of the house.

When she saw that he had left his cloak in her hand and had run out of the house, she called
her household servants. “Look,” she said to them, “this Hebrew has been brought to us to make
sport of us! He came in here to sleep with me, but | screamed. When he heard me scream for
help, he left his cloak beside me and ran out of the house.”



She kept his cloak beside her until his master came home. Then she told him this story: “That
Hebrew slave you brought us came to me to make sport of me. But as soon as | screamed for
help, he left his cloak beside me and ran out of the house.”

Genesis 39:13-16 (NIV)

e |Integrity

When his master heard the story his wife told him, saying, “This is how your slave treated me,”
he burned with anger. Joseph’s master took him and put him in prison, the place where the
king’s prisoners were confined.

But while Joseph was there in the prison, the Lord was with him; he showed him kindness and
granted him favor in the eyes of the prison warden. So the warden put Joseph in charge of all
those held in the prison, and he was made responsible for all that was done there. The warden
paid no attention to anything under Joseph’s care, because the Lord was with Joseph and gave
him success in whatever he did.

Genesis 39:19-23 (NIV)

e Integrity but doesn’t

The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for false evidence against Jesus so that
they could put him to death. But they did not find any, though many false witnesses came
forward.

Finally two came forward and declared, “This fellow said, ‘| am able to destroy the temple of
God and rebuild it in three days.””

Then the high priest stood up and said to Jesus, “Are you not going to answer? What is this
testimony that these men are bringing against you?” But Jesus remained silent.

Matthew 26:59-63 (NIV)
Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

Romans 12:21 (NIV)

Discussion questions:
1. Recall a time when you were under pressure to do something that was against your
deeply held convictions. How did you navigate that and what were the consequences?
2. What decisions have you made that aligned with what you knew to be God’s will and yet
cost you something? How have those decisions impacted the way you’ve since handled
pivotal moments in your life?



3. How would you describe integrity? Is it merely following the rules? Or might it be an
expression of your love, trust, and faithfulness towards God?

Recommended resources:

You'll Get Through This: Hope and Help for Your Turbulent Times, by Max Lucado

Joseph: A Story of Love, Hate, Slavery, Power, and Forgiveness, by John C. Lennox

Joseph: A Man of Integrity and Forgiveness, by Chuck Swindoll

(NIV) New International Version


https://www.amazon.com/Youll-Get-Through-This-Turbulent/dp/0718031512/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2W8RY97B1Z34R&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.DnJZCEW4U-H5YudIyNM7vDHC3y8bCcC7A36JEcstKWa3qNVGFjmCJFjQSEHjss9FNUunL7os7gInFmq4juozAUektTwxy45H9U--SJI3vKSvfCKwQu3l8H0GNSEZf2QaSt25rXzdw_g7G4aFaxh9ZX7Qdp8oG2bs8fNftML8PiNvoj16Keshe2sXtFPsRwgnGKaPg3fn-nuAFwcwk15lcNNZhdR9N7wMn57789Rs6Sk.Egkv7Ql23ZvHwgp2PEBQyBEhv4YzgJE6e0ePDFS249Q&dib_tag=se&keywords=you%27ll+get+through+this+max+lucado&qid=1781206044&sprefix=you%27ll+get+through+this+max+lucado%2Caps%2C196&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Joseph-Story-Slavery-Power-Forgiveness/dp/1433562936
https://www.amazon.com/Joseph-Integrity-Forgiveness-Great-Lives/dp/1400280338/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0
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Week #2: Integrity Under Pressure

Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt. Potiphar, an Egyptian who was one of Pharaoh’s
officials, the captain of the guard, bought him from the Ishmaelites who had taken him there.

The Lord was with Joseph so that he prospered, and he lived in the house of his Egyptian
master. When his master saw that the Lord was with him and that the Lord gave him success in
everything he did, Joseph found favor in his eyes and became his attendant. Potiphar put him in
charge of his household, and he entrusted to his care everything he owned. From the time he
put him in charge of his household and of all that he owned, the Lord blessed the household of
the Egyptian because of Joseph. The blessing of the Lord was on everything Potiphar had, both
in the house and in the field. So Potiphar left everything he had in Joseph’s care; with Joseph in
charge, he did not concern himself with anything except the food he ate.

Now Joseph was well-built and handsome, and after a while his master’s wife took notice of
Joseph and said, “Come to bed with me!”

But he refused. “With me in charge,” he told her, “my master does not concern himself with
anything in the house; everything he owns he has entrusted to my care. No one is greater in this
house than | am. My master has withheld nothing from me except you, because you are his
wife. How then could | do such a wicked thing and sin against God?” And though she spoke to
Joseph day after day, he refused to go to bed with her or even be with her.

Genesis 39:1-10 (NIV)

e |Integrity doesn’t depend on my circumstances.

One day he went into the house to attend to his duties, and none of the household servants was
inside. She caught him by his cloak and said, “Come to bed with me!” But he left his cloak in her
hand and ran out of the house.

When she saw that he had left his cloak in her hand and had run out of the house, she called
her household servants. “Look,” she said to them, “this Hebrew has been brought to us to make
sport of us! He came in here to sleep with me, but | screamed. When he heard me scream for
help, he left his cloak beside me and ran out of the house.”

She kept his cloak beside her until his master came home. Then she told him this story: “That
Hebrew slave you brought us came to me to make sport of me. But as soon as | screamed for
help, he left his cloak beside me and ran out of the house.”

Genesis 39:13-16 (NIV)

e Integrity comes with a cost.




When his master heard the story his wife told him, saying, “This is how your slave treated me,”
he burned with anger. Joseph’s master took him and put him in prison, the place where the
king’s prisoners were confined.

But while Joseph was there in the prison, the Lord was with him; he showed him kindness and
granted him favor in the eyes of the prison warden. So the warden put Joseph in charge of all
those held in the prison, and he was made responsible for all that was done there. The warden
paid no attention to anything under Joseph’s care, because the Lord was with Joseph and gave
him success in whatever he did.

Genesis 39:19-23 (NIV)

e Integrity speaks the truth but doesn’t seek revenge.

The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for false evidence against Jesus so that
they could put him to death. But they did not find any, though many false witnesses came
forward.

Finally two came forward and declared, “This fellow said, ‘| am able to destroy the temple of
God and rebuild it in three days.””

Then the high priest stood up and said to Jesus, “Are you not going to answer? What is this
testimony that these men are bringing against you?” But Jesus remained silent.

Matthew 26:59-63 (NIV)
Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

Romans 12:21 (NIV)

Discussion questions:

1. Recall a time when you were under pressure to do something that was against your
deeply held convictions. How did you navigate that and what were the consequences?

2. What decisions have you made that aligned with what you knew to be God’s will and yet
cost you something? How have those decisions impacted the way you’ve since handled
pivotal moments in your life?

3. How would you describe integrity? Is it merely following the rules? Or might it be an
expression of your love, trust, and faithfulness towards God?



Recommended resources:

You'll Get Through This: Hope and Help for Your Turbulent Times, by Max Lucado

Joseph: A Story of Love, Hate, Slavery, Power, and Forgiveness, by John C. Lennox

Joseph: A Man of Integrity and Forgiveness, by Chuck Swindoll

(NIV) New International Version


https://www.amazon.com/Youll-Get-Through-This-Turbulent/dp/0718031512/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2W8RY97B1Z34R&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.DnJZCEW4U-H5YudIyNM7vDHC3y8bCcC7A36JEcstKWa3qNVGFjmCJFjQSEHjss9FNUunL7os7gInFmq4juozAUektTwxy45H9U--SJI3vKSvfCKwQu3l8H0GNSEZf2QaSt25rXzdw_g7G4aFaxh9ZX7Qdp8oG2bs8fNftML8PiNvoj16Keshe2sXtFPsRwgnGKaPg3fn-nuAFwcwk15lcNNZhdR9N7wMn57789Rs6Sk.Egkv7Ql23ZvHwgp2PEBQyBEhv4YzgJE6e0ePDFS249Q&dib_tag=se&keywords=you%27ll+get+through+this+max+lucado&qid=1781206044&sprefix=you%27ll+get+through+this+max+lucado%2Caps%2C196&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Joseph-Story-Slavery-Power-Forgiveness/dp/1433562936
https://www.amazon.com/Joseph-Integrity-Forgiveness-Great-Lives/dp/1400280338/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0
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